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2018 was a devastating year for 
millions around the world, with more 
people displaced from their homes 
than ever before. 

In many of the world’s most 
challenging places, armed conflict 
and man-made crisis mean life will 

get worse and not better in 2019



World Today



Plagued by ongoing conflict for decades. Instability, combined with 
persistent natural disasters, the crisis has left over 2.6 million Somalis 

internally displaced and 870,000 registered as refugees.

Outlook for 2019:

➢ Unstable, conflict-affected 
and food-insecure.

➢ A major Al-Shabab 
resurgence is unlikely, 
people will continue to be 
uprooted from their homes 
due to ongoing conflict.

SOMALIA



Increasing internal conflict, causing 1.4 million people to be displaced 
internally in the first half of 2018. Since new Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed took 
office and introduced reform, tensions between regional political and ethnic 

group has intensified. 

Outlook for 2019:

➢ Politics will remain 
volatile 

➢ Food insecurity if 
poor rain and 
harvests continue.

ETHIOPIA



Experienced persistent attacks from armed groups and communal 
violence exacerbated by competition for water and land resources. Over 

2 million Nigerians have been displaced and 230,000 have sought 
refuge.

Outlook for 2019:

➢ More displacements 
and exacerbating 
food insecurity.

➢ The presidential 
election in February 
2019 may have a 
destabilizing impact.

NIGERIA



Plagued by armed conflict since protests against the government 
erupted in 2011. Much of Syria has been shattered by the war, with 

health and education services collapsing. 6.2 million Syrians remain 
displaced and 5.6 million are registered as refugee.

Outlook for 2019:

➢ Northwest Syria remains 
at risk of major 
displacements and 
further destruction of 
infrastructure 

➢ Civilians vulnerable to 
airstrikes

SYRIA



Experienced persistent instability since armed groups overthrew the 
government in 2013. Despite efforts to bring armed groups into 

dialogue, many civilians remain at their mercy. Over 550,000 people  
face emergency levels of food insecurity.

Outlook for 2019:

➢ Further displacement 
and food insecurity 

➢ Major humanitarian 
implications threatening
lives.

CENTRAL AFRICAN 

REPUBLIC (CAR)



Economic collapse has driven at least 3 million people from the 
country due to inability to feed their families. Led to a rapid rise 

in criminality and violence and a collapse of the health 
system, contributing to the spread of diseases like measles and 

diphtheria.

Outlook for 2019:

➢ Economic crisis likely 
to worsen 

➢ Unless government 
introduces economic 
reforms, diseases will 
continue to spread 

VENEZUELA



Persistent conflict since 2001. Once on the brink of defeat, the Taliban 
has been steadily advancing since 2014. Paired with chronic drought, 

this has led to widespread displacement and food insecurity. 
Complicating matters, 2018 saw over half a million Afghan refugees 

return from Iran, many of them forcibly.

Outlook for 2019:

➢ Presidential elections 
in April 2019 likely to 
prompt increased
Taliban violence.

➢ Increase in conflict-
driven displacements

➢ Increase in number of 
people facing food 
insecurity

AFGHANISTAN



In the grip of civil war since it gained independence in 2012, which has 
an estimated 380,000 casualties. While conflict has reduced due to a 
fragile peace agreement, violence persists throughout the country, 

leading to 1.96 million people displaced internally, 2.47 million 
refugees, and 6.1 million people facing crisis levels of food insecurity or 

worse.

Outlook for 2019:

➢ Food scarcity in significant 
proportion of South Sudanese

➢ If the peace deal holds, localized 
conflict will likely continue to 
displace tens of thousands of 
civilians. 

➢ If the peace deal collapses, it 
could lead to a re-escalation in the 
conflict and a drastic rise in 
humanitarian need.

SOUTH SUDAN



At least two decades of conflict in have led to extreme instability. 13.1
million people are experiencing crisis or worse levels of food insecurity.
United Nations counted 4.5 million internally displaced in 2017. Congo is
also witnessing the second largest Ebola outbreak in history.

Outlook for 2019:

➢ 2019 likely to begin with 
intense political 
disagreements, protests and 
violence.

➢ Hence drive rising 
displacements and food 
insecurity

➢ Ebola will continue to spread.

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF CONGO



Embroiled in a bitter civil war since 2015. 24 million people remain in 
need of humanitarian assistance and the United Nations warned that 

the country risked facing a “massive famine.” 63,500 Yemenis are 
experiencing catastrophe levels of food insecurity. Also home to the 

worst cholera outbreak in modern history with over 1 million 
affected.

Outlook for 2019: 

➢ Civil war and associated 
humanitarian catastrophe highly 
likely to persist 

➢ Rising food insecurity 
➢ Continuous airstrikes prove to be 

an obstacle for humanitarian 
organizations to deliver aid

➢ If dialogue efforts fail, Hodeidah, 
which brings in 70% of imports, 
could be seized.
❖ 250,000 people could “lose 

everything—even their lives,” 
U.N. warns.

YEMEN



Overlapping & Entwined Issues 
Today









Lack of Education



Water Security



Food Security



Climate Change



Fight Against Poverty



Lack of Economic Opportunity Unemployment



Safety & Security



Armed Conflict



➢ Cyber Pearl Harbour massive digital attack 
that can cripple a country’s critical 
infrastructure  without a single shot being 
fired

➢ States are using tools of cyberwarfare to 
undermine the foundation of the Internet: 
Trust

➢ Hack into banks, meddle in elections, steal 
intellectual property, bring private 
companies to a stand still

Internet As a Weapon of Terror/ World War Web/ Battle Field Internet 



Government Accountability and Transparency



Religious Conflicts & Violent Extremism



Multilateralism In A Changing World Order 





"Second Superpower“

- Applied by scholars 

- The possibility that People's 
Republic of China could emerge 

with global power and influence on 
par with the United States.

- China's rise is demonstrated by its 
ballooning share of trade in its 

gross domestic product.

The Rise of China



“America cannot disengage itself from Asia” 
- PM Lee

• The US  should remain involved in the region.

• North Korea: not easily solved; will never be 
solved if the US is not an active participant 

• US’ response to changing strategic landscape 
will affect the global balance of power and 
international order.

America & Asia



Constitutional Crisis in Great Britain 



➢ Full blown trade war

Tensions between the US and China Escalates 



General Assembly: 73rd Session on 18 September 2018



• World leaders stress need to tackle urgent 
emerging challenges amid Surging 
Unilateralism

Secretary-General António Guterres: 
• Rising polarization and populism left the 

world suffering from a bad case of “trust 
deficit disorder”.

• While living standards for millions have 
improved, that cannot be taken for granted. 
“Multilateralism is under fire precisely when 
we need it most.”

General Assembly: 73rd Session



“In the face of massive existential threats to people and 
planet — but, equally, at a time of compelling opportunities 

for shared prosperity — there is no way forward but 
collective, common-sense action for the common good,”

he stressed.

“This is how we rebuild trust.” Despite chaos and confusion 
in the world, there are winds of hope, he said, citing 

Eritrea’s peace initiatives with neighbouring States.
Peace initiatives consist of the signing of a peace 

agreement between the rival leaders of South Sudan and 
summit meetings involving the leaders of the Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea, the United States and the 
Republic of Korea.



General Assembly President: María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés

(Ecuador)

“No one can be indifferent to human 
suffering.”

“Wars, conflicts, economic crises and 
environmental degradation affect us all 

equally.” 



General Assembly President: María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés

(Ecuador)

Top Agendas:

✓Threats of Climate Change
✓Biodiversity Erosion
✓Human Trafficking
✓Environmental Pollution
✓Large-scale Displacement of Migrants & 

Refugees
✓Terrorism and Ethic Conflicts 



How Do We Work Towards an Ideal 
World?







Thank You!
Any Questions? ☺


