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UNAS UN Annual Seminar 2015 

Saturday, 11 July 2015 

The Regional Language Centre (RELC), 30 Orange Grove Road. 
  

Date: 27 April 2015 

 

  

The United Nations Association of Singapore (UNAS) will host a one-day UN seminar on: 

  

Date:  11 July 2015 (Saturday) 

Venue:  The Regional Language Centre (RELC) 

                        30 Orange Grove Road, Singapore 258352 

Time:  8.30am to 5pm  

  

 

 

The theme for this year’s UN seminar is: “The UN at 70:  Past, Present and Future”. 

 

This year's UN Seminar aims to raise student awareness on the 70th anniversary of the United 

Nations, which will aim to honour the historic breadth of the Organization’s development, 

security and human rights work, and ultimately, unite the international community in 

common cause to enable a strong UN to realize a better world.  There is no doubt that the UN 

will continue to exert an impact on everyone's life.  It is therefore especially important for 

citizens of small states like Singapore to play close attention to what the UN does. 

 

From a membership of just over 50 in 1945 when the UN was formed, the organization has 

now 193 members representing the entire world.  How has the UN fared over the last 70 

years?  What has it accomplished in meeting its declared aims and purposes as spelt out in the 

Charter?  How is it coping with the current global changes whether economic, political or 

social as the case may be and how has globalization affected the fortunes of the member 

states?  The challenges before the UN have become multi-faceted, inter-related and urgent 

posing immediate and future threats to the very survival of human civilisation as we know it. 

Can member states of the UN work out a "new deal " to meet the challenges faced and thus 

avert future disasters and shut downs in the international system?  If so, what then is needed? 

How can it be achieved?  Today, international negotiations to find common ground are now 

more complex than ever given the competing interests of member states as in striking free 

and fair trade agreements or in sharing responsibilites in the management of climate change.  

UN70 is an opportunity to look back upon the UN’s history and its many remarkable 

successes, as well as a chance to look ahead, both to the promise of the post-2015 global 

development agenda and to the many individual areas of positive difference that the United 

Nations can make in the life of each human being.   The UN has to continue to work towards 

building a just and fair world grounded on mutual respect and human dignity. 
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It is timely, therefore, that as Singapore celebrate 50 years of independence, we reflect on 

Singapore’s involvement with the UN and project this onto the broader experiences of other 

small nations. After all, the UN is a democratic institution keen on ensuring the just treatment 

of all nations, and it is thus paramount we pay close attention to this especially us citizens of 

a small country. 

 

The topic chosen by UNAS above is not only to highlight the 70th anniversary of the UN in 

2015 but also to give student participants in this essay contest the opportunity to reflect and to 

share their thoughts on the UN at this juncture of its existence as a global organization. There 

is no doubt that the UN will continue to exert an impact on everyone's life. It is therefore 

especially important for citizens of small states like Singapore to play close attention to what 

the UN does. 

 

The UN Seminar 2015 is about engaging the young to become change makers as oppose to 

taking a reactionary stance to change.  The seminar will address issues pertaining to the 

global economy, environment, peace and scarcity.  Together with our panel of eminent and 

knowledgeable speakers, student participants will be encouraged to seek untried, untested 

ways and means and become change agents. 

 

These and other questions will be addressed by a panel of eminent and knowledgeable 

speakers.   Answers to these questions must lead to insights on what new initiatives are 

needed for the future.  The major aim this seminar is to facilitate this.   These are some of the 

key questions that the seminar will address.   Participants will have ample opportunities to 

engage the speakers at the seminar. 

 

On behalf of UNAS, I have great pleasure of inviting you, your staff and students to attend 

the seminar.  To meet the cost of organizing the seminar, a fee of SGD75 is levied on each 

participant.  This amount will go to cover the cost of a lunch, two tea/coffee breaks, 

workshop sessions and secretariat expenses.   

 

To help UNAS in its planning and preparation, we shall be grateful if you would confirm and 

email by 30 June 2015 the name list with of the students / teachers and contact details to:  

 

a) kwangboon88@yahoo.com.sg (attention: Mr Lee Kwang Boon) and 

b) ccthum@gmail.com (attention: Mr Thum Cheng Cheong). 
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All payments are to be made by way of crossed cheque make payable to “United Nations 

Association of Singapore” and mail to UNAS, P.O. Box 351, Tanglin Post Office, 

Singapore 912412. 

 

 

Should you need clarification or further information, please contact  

 

a) Mr Lee Kwang Boon (Mobile: 9693 0848), or  

b) Mr Thum Cheng Cheong (Mobile: 9858 7272)    

 

 

UNAS welcomes your participation.   

 

 

We look forward to receiving your strong support. 

 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mr Lee Kwang Boon  

Chair, Education 

UNAS 

 

 


